The title compound, C 18 H 17 NO 5 , was prepared by a synthetic strategy based on the Heck reaction from Morita-BaylisHillman adducts. The five-membered ring adopts a slightly twisted conformation on the C a -C m (a = aromatic and m = methylene) bond. The dihedral angle between the fivemembered ring and the spiro aromatic ring is 89.35 (7) ; that between the five-membered ring and the 4-methoxybenzene ring is 4.65 (7)
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S1. Introduction
Natural products, isolated both from terrestrial or marine sources, display great structural diversity and exhibit remarkable biological activities, many of them bearing in their structures a spiro-hexadienone moiety (Wright & König (1993) ; Beil et al. (1998) ). Owing to the high conjugation, provided by the presence of a carbonyl group and two double bonds, this structural moiety acts as an efficient Michael acceptor and this chemical property is routinely associated with some biological activities, such as cytotoxic (Pereira et al. (2007) ; Glushkov et al. (2010) ).
Compounds presenting a nitrone group in their structures can present biological activity related to radical trapping in chemical systems (Fangour et al. (2009); Floyd et al. (2008) ; Halliwell et al. (1999) ). The presence of radicals is normally associated to several type of pathologies. Our interest in preparing spiro-hexadienones with great structural diversity combinated with the biological effect that can be associated to nitrone groups stimulated us to synthesize new spiro compounds containing a nitrone group into their structures and evaluate the biological profiles of these new compounds.
A strategy for the synthesis of spiro-hexadienones from Morita-Baylis-Hillman aducts had been developed. This strategy is based on the Heck reaction, followed by phenolic oxidation of functionalized b-ketoester mediated by a hypervalent iodine reagent (Coelho et al. (2002); Ferreira et al. (2009); Floyd et al. (2008) ; Halliwell et al. (1999) ). As far as we know, we synthesized for the first time new functionalized azaspiro compounds from Morita-Baylis-Hillman.
S2. Experimental

S2.1. Synthesis and crystallization
Some β-ketoesters, prepared from Morita-Baylis-Hillman adducts, were treated with hydroxylamine hydrochloride to furnish a diastereomeric mixture of oximes, in which the E isomer cyclizes spontaneously to the corresponding isoxazoles. The Z oxime was treated with PIFA [phenyliodine(III) bis(trifluoroacetate)] to furnish the new azaspiro compounds in moderate overall yield (3-17%). The obtained 3-(Methoxycarbonyl)-2-(4-methoxyphenyl)-8-oxo-1-azaspiro[4.5]deca-1,6,9-trien-1-ium-1-olate (33 mg, 0.1 mmol) was dissolved in absolute chloroform-D1 (1 mL), followed by stirring until total dissolution was achieved. The solution was kept in the freezer. After two weeks, the resulting solution was filtered using a vacuum, washed with small portions of cold chloroform and dried in a desiccator to furnish colourless prisms. 
S2.2. Refinement
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound with 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. 
